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13401 ELECTIONS
i. Progpecis
A. Parlismentery electioms being held today (9 June) will

propably be won Ly pro-Western copservatives.
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gl intervention ip elections has begun; aimed at Cosmmunist-
Do e L
EEL § coptrol ifor Uopstitutiona! Upiop party of Nuri Said.
0N\ 2, uther leading comservative party--led by Saleh Jabr--
split three ways; many, includipg Jabr--erstwhile ifce oi
Nuri--sre for the present supporting Nuri.

3., Ho indication wiho will be prime minister. Ruri Said,
win has held thai oifice 11 times always a good possibility.
Ex-prime minister Jamali is politically ambitious.

E. Communist-directed Matiopal Front--copsisting »f iliegal

Comaupist Party, lefitisi Nstional Democratic Party, rightist

independence Party, and independents--expected wip from ¥
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asw that goverpsent bas begup intervention., Late reportis
indicate arrest of seven ¥Front candidates and tight
control on public meetings.

Communists thresten srmed demonstrations; are prepared for

stroog police action; several killed, wounded snd arrested

in disturbances sc far.

Goverasent considered skle to control

situation.

S8ignificasce of elections

A, Continuation of pressnt Iragi foreign policy:

.

1. implementation of Iragi-American arms aid agreement,

2, Support for eventual adherence to Turkish-Pakistani pact.

Increased importansce of Communist Partiy:

1. Sbould about 10 seats be won by Communist-conirolled
candidates-~as is likeily--they will b8 in a pomition io

ceuse goversmenri comsiderable trouble through ability to
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exploit nnti~¥estarnésm in parliament,
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2. Unly Gaununist§ have waged vigorous election campaigm:
aeuumulatad_aan»ﬁaauunist candidates; attracted inde-
pendent support; captured non-Comeunist meetings, spread
much propaganda against arus aid and pact. All this
activity even though CP outlawed and contipuously subject
police repression.

£, #oupting temsion in Iraq:

1. ﬂammnniﬁt activity, apatby of pro-Western politicians
and absence of gesuine liberal, reform party in lIraq leaves
the Communisis only voice of deep political and social
discontent.

2. Elections doing nothing to eliminate that discontent, and

extremism cap be expected to grow.
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DRAFY
WSC BRIEFIRG IRAQI ELECTIONS 8 June 1554
BACKGROUND DATA

BLECTION STATISTICR

gut of 486 oripinal candidstes 144 hove withdrawn as of
6 Jume. Of the 322 remaining, 32 candidates umopposed, includiag
1z members of Muri's conservative Comsiitntiopal Union Party.
¥ithdrawal was largely wotivated by desire to save 3360 depomit
required of each candidnte. This deposit Torfeited by candidates
who fail . to receive at least 10 perceant of voie cast in his

slection district.
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